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AA in the AV 20

by Bruce L.
District 7 Archivist

We learned in last month's Scoop that in 1956 there was an AA member named
Chuck B. in Palmdale who had to move out of town to follow his job in the aerospace
industry, and that he asked two newcomers to promise to keep the Friday night
meeting alive.
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“Carl P and Fred S kept the Palmdale meeting alive from 1960 at 15E and Ave Q
(Carl's house) and later at Knights of Columbus building and the same Friday Night
Speaker Meeting is now [this was written in 1989] at Palmdale Hospital. Some of
the people who were responsible for keeping the flame of sobriety burning in the
early years in Palmdale are as follows: Fred S., Carl P, Peggy R., Glenn M., Jim P"

[Personal note: Carl P was my first sponsor's sponsor. My first sponsor Whitey
used to brag that his sponsor Carl had only a sixth grade education but had the
wisdom of AA sobriety. When | got sober in 1981 | also attended the Friday Night
Speaker Meeting at the Palmdale Hospital, but | had no idea that meeting had a
twenty-five year history prior to that!]

(To be continued.)
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Finish each day and be done with it.

Vou have done what you could;

some blunders andabuwc{itéeaﬁaoecreptm;

forget them as soon as yow can.

Yomorrow is a new day; you shall begin it serenely

anduuf/btoo/zlg/badpzﬁttoéeenaunéereduuf/bwoldnonm&
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

“Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another
human being the exact nature of our wrongs."

Step 5



http://avcentraloffice.org

FDA

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may
make you think you are whispering when
you are not.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol is a
major factor in dancing like a jerk.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may
cause you to tell the same boring story over
and over again until your friends want to
smash your head in.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may
cause you to thay shings like thish.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may
lead you to believe that ex lovers are really
dying for you to telephone them at 4:00 in
the morning.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol
may leave you wondering what the hell
happened to your pants.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may
cause you to roll over in the morning and
see something really scary (whose name or
species you can't remember,)

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol is the
leading cause of inexplicable rug burns on
the forehead.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may
create the illusion that you are tougher,
handsomer and smarter than some really,
really big guy named Chuck.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may
lead you to believe you are invisible.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may lead
you to think people are laughing WITH you.

WARNING: Consumption of alcohol may
cause an influx in the time-space continuum,
whereby small (and sometimes large) gaps
of time may seem to literally disappear.
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“Each group has but one primary
purpose- to carry its message to the
alcoholic who still suffers.”

Tradition 5

Concept 5 - Twelve Concepts of World Service

“Throughout our structure, a traditional “Right of Appeal”
ought to prevail, so that minority opinion will be heard and
personal grievances receive careful consideration.”

This is A.A''s "Right of Appeal” in action, and Bill says the same principle should
apply to meetings of our area committees, trustee committees and boards. On
an issue of grave importance, the minority has the actual duty of presenting its
views. This "Right of Appeal” recognizes that minorities frequently can be right;
that even when they are in error they still perform a most valuable service when
they compel a thorough-going debate on important issues. The well-heard
minority, therefore, is our chief protection against an uninformed, misinformed,
hasty or angry majority.

~ Excerpt from Twelve Concepts of World Service lllustrated

Word Search

admitted fellowship humility

integrity meaningful message

primary purpose sobriety <

w J ¢ F Z S M J Y G W K I S P
R S W U U C Q C D G G N K I
T ¢ I R R P V C K Z A Q T D H
E u M I L I T Y E B VvV O E W S
M T D Z R W H N S T Z T G G W
Q E W E S O P R U P T U R D O
Y 2 A H R R X X D I B U I E L
E K B N I I Y N M 2 Z M T X L
R 6 L M I VvV H D E J U T Y D E
A C A H E N A L VvV T J J L C F
Cc R L §s M U G S O B R I E T Y
Y B U F S Z K F R S O G O V R
p 0 L U R E V F U W O C O X T
H §s N R A Q M K L L J T C C G
B T L 0 J R T H M B T D M X R
‘ GWSEDS (S




Lets Ask Bill W.

Q: If an alcoholic comes to
an A.A. meeting under the
influence of alcohol, how
do you treat him or handle
him during the meeting?

A Groups will usually run amuck on that
sort of question. At first we are likely to say
that we are going to be supermen and save
every drunk in town. The fact is that a great
many of them just don't want to stop. They
come, but they interfere very greatly with the
meeting. Then, being still rather intolerant,
the group will swing way over in the other
direction and say, “No drunks around these
meetings.” We get forcible and put them
out of the meeting, saying, "You're welcome
here if your sober." But the general rule in
most places is that if a person comes for the
first or second time and can sit quietly in the
meeting, without creating an uproar, nobody
bothers him. On the other hand, if he's a
chronic "“slipper” and interferes with the
meetings, we lead him out gently, or maybe
not so gently, on the theory that one man
cannot be permitted to hold up the recovery
of others. The theory is "the greatest good
for the greatest number” (Yale Summer
School of Alcohol Studies, June 1945)

Q: Is Alcoholics Anonymous
a new religion? A competitor
of the Church?

A If these misgivings had real substance,
they would be serious indeed. But,
Alcoholics  Anonymous cannot in  the
least be regarded as a new religion. Our
Twelve Steps have no theological content,
except that which speaks of "God as we
understand Him." This means that each
individual AA member may define God
according to whatever faith or creed he
may have. Therefore there isn't the slightest
interference with the religious views of any
of our membership. The rest of the Twelve
Steps define moral attitudes and helpful
practices, all of them precisely Christian in
character. Therefore, as far as the steps go,
the steps are good Christianity, indeed they
are good Catholicism, something which
Catholic writers have affirmed more than
once.

Neither does AA exert the slightest religious
authority over its members. No one is
compelled to believe anything. No one is
compelled to meet membership conditions.
No one is obliged to pay anything. Therefore
we have no system of authority, spiritual or
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temporal, that is comparable to or in the
least competitive with the Church. At the
center of our society we have a Board of
Trustees. This body is accountable yearly
to a Conference of elected Delegates.
These Delegates represent the conscience
and desire of AA as regards functional or
service matters. Our Tradition contains an
emphatic injunction that these Trustees
may never constitute themselves as a
government — they are to merely provide
certain services that enable AA as a whole
to function. The same principles apply at
our group and area level.

Dr. Bob, my co-partner, had his own
religious views. For whatever they may be
worth, | have my own. But both of us have
gone heavily on the record to the effect that
these personal views and preferences can
never under any conditions be injected into
the AA program as a working part of it. AA
is a sort of spiritual kindergarten, but that is
all. Never should it be called a religion. (The
'Blue Book', Vol.12, 1960)

Excerpt from
As Bill Sees It

213 Complete the Housecleaning -
Time after time, newcomers have tried
to keep to themselves shoddy facts
about their lives. Trying to avoid the
humbling experience of the Fifth Step,
they have turned to easier methods.
Almost invariably they got drunk.
Having persevered with the rest of the
program, they wondered why they fell.

We think the reason is that they never
completed their housecleaning. They
took inventory all right, but hung on

to some of the worst items in stock.
They only thought they had lost their
egoism and fear; they only thought they
had humbled themselves. But they
had not learned enough of humility,
fearlessness, and honesty, in the sense
we find it necessary, until they told
someone else their entire life story.

Alcoholics Anonymous, pp. 72-73
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May 2021 Office Manager Report
Jan - Mar '21 Apr 21 YTD Total I:) 2091 "

' \.\1
Y
Sales of Goods $5,252.09 $2,700.01 $7,952.10 ‘ > G,
Expenses ($3,406.79) ($1,591.96) ($4,998.75) /< D /
Cost of Goods ($1,700.80)  ($2,933.00)  ($4,633.80) )
Contributions $7,824.88 $2,258.75 $10,083.63 . %
'& P £ W
[NET TRCome 7.969.38 433.80 840318 - =E=
( : f 5 f Adolfo T. 5/3/2015 6 ames S. 5/12/2000 2
ontrioutions Erica B. 5/9/2015 6 |LizK. 5/30/2000 2
Groun [ Jan - Mar @cm W. 5/13/2015 6 |Stephanie H. 5/27/2000 2
[A Gathering of Women $0.00 0.00 Terry B. 5/16/2015 6 |Carl F. 5/27/1999 22
AM Mod $573.25 $177.87 $751.12 Joel 5/11/2013 8 |Scott T. 5/30/1998 23
Anonymous $1,303.19 $300.00 $1,603.19  JAndre' A. 5/31/2013 8 |Terry M. 5/30/1998 23
Any Lengths Group $0.00 $0.00 Brice C. 5/22/2012 9 Bob H. 5/27/1997 24
AV Hospital - Rm #CR7 $0.00 $0.00 Frank M. 5/4/2012 9 |Kathy D. 5/5/1997 24
AV Men's Stag $810.00 $742.00 $1,552.00 Tom K. 5/1/2012 9 Paul M. 5/29/1997 24
AV Round-Up $0.00 $0.00 Brian W. 5/6/20 0 |RavyR. 5/17/1997 24
AVYPBYOC $0.00 $0.00 Diane M. 5/29/20 0 _|David P. 5/30/1995 26
Birthday $113.00 $113.00 Karen M. 5/10/20 0 |Erich R. 5/15/1994 27
Came to Believe $0.00 $0.00 Mario G. 5/17/20 0 inda M. 5/31/1994 27
Crown Valley Grp $0.00 $0.00 [ammy S. 5/15/20 0 |RonH. 5/14/1994 27
Daily Reflection $0.00 $0.00 Theresa B. 5/7/20 0 [RonlJ. 5/9/1994 27
Dare to be Different $0.00 $0.00 Valerie Jo H. 5/25/20 Tom H. 5/7/1994 27
Faithful Fiver $115.00 $10.00 $125.00 Ernesto H. 5/3/2010 Earl W. 5/16/1993 28
Friday Noon - Alano $0.00 $0.00 Kevin G. 5/10/2010 Marsha Y. 5/15/1993 28
H&I $0.00 $0.00 Paul B. 5/20/2010 Steve W. 5/9/1993 28
High Desert BB Grp $1,504.80 $1,504.80 [Wendell F. 5/27/2010 Tom M. 5/14/1993 28
High Desert Hospital $0.00 $0.00 Amy M. 5/2/2009 2 |Betty C. 5/27/1992 29
I Am Big Book Study $0.00 $0.00 Danielle G. 5/29/2009 2 |David G. 5/16/1992 29
Intergroup Fundraisers $40.00 $40.00 Edward S. 5/20/2009 2 |lLauraE. 5/17/1992 29
Into Action $200.00 $200.00 Eric M. 5/31/2009 2 |Lee M. 5/25/1992 29
Joe & Charlie Book Study - Alano $0.00 $0.00 Kathi D. 5/6/2009 2 |Cathy R. 5/1/199 30
Lake Hughes Group $120.00 $120.00 Kathryn M. 5/29/2009 2 |De Andre M. 5/29/199 30
Last Call $0.00 $0.00 Kathy S. 5/19/2009 2 |Kevin Mc 5/16/199 30
Little Red Book $0.00 $0.00 Lisa K. 5/20/2009 2 |Sharon L. 5/10/199 3
Mid-Day Mod $0.00 $0.00 Yvonne E. 5/5/2009 2 |Deto 5/21/1990 3
New Beginnings $0.00 $0.00 Chris G. 5/21/2008 3 |Joh F. 5/22/1990 3
Open Door $500.00 $500.00 Georgia A. 5/21/2008 3 [Robert G. 5/9/1990 3
Palmdale Grp $693.00 $693.00 _ lonie R. 5/21/2008 3 |Scott T. 5/5/1990 3
Pearblossom Grp $0.00 $0.00 Michael S. 5/13/2008 3 [WaltB. 5/13/1990 3
PM Mod $0.00 $0.00 Rickey C. 5/17/2008 3 |Robin K. 5/6/1989 32
Quartz Hill Unity Grp $199.00 $199.00 Robert M. 5/13/2008 3 |Bill M. 5/20/1988 33
Rainbow Grp $0.00 $0.00 Ashley A. 5/8/2007 4 |Kim C. 5/18/1988 33
Recovery at the Ranch $102.00 $397.00 $499.00 Bavyla 5/15/2007 4 |Sandy C. 5/1/1987 34
Rosamond Sun Night $0.00 $0.00 Brian O. 5/21/2007 4 |GenesS. 5/7/1986 35
Rule 62 Grp $0.00 $0.00 Cathleen K. 5/30/2007 4 |LouB. 5/1/1986 35
Sat AM Men's Stag $0.00 $0.00 Melissa G. 5/14/2007 4 [Michele R. 5/26/1986 35
Sat Spkr Mtg - Alano $0.00 $0.00 Rive C. 5/10/2007 4 |TomK. 5/27/1986 35
Sobriety Rocks - Alano $0.00 $0.00 Stan V. 5/9/2007 4 |KimT. 5/12/1985 36
Spiritual Sunday - Alano $0.00 $0.00 Dave K. 5/14/2006 5 [Beverly M. 5/12/1984 37
Steps in Depth $0.00 $0.00 Charlie P. 5/26/2005 6 |Paul E. 5/4/1984 37
Steps Workshop $0.00 $0.00 Kevin M. 5/4/2004 7 _|Barbara 5/8/1983 38
Sun Night BBS $0.00 $0.00 Steve H. 5/2/2004 7 _|Dawn E. 5/22/1983 38
The Promises - Alano $0.00 $0.00 Sylvia 5/7/2004 7 __|Herbert H. 5/12/1983 38
Tuesday Topic Mtg - Alano $0.00 $0.00 Cathy W. 5/9/2003 8 |Lori H. 5/15/1983 38
'We Care Grp $0.00 $0.00 Dave M. 5/15/2003 8 ohn C. 5/3/1982 39
Wed Night BBS @ Grange $0.00 $0.00 Debbie T. 5/7/2003 8 lJoseT. 5/3/1982 39
‘Westside Grp $0.00 $0.00 Patti B. 5/21/200 20 |Loretta R. 5/25/1978 43
‘Women in Progress $0.00 $0.00 Robert B. 5/27/200 20 |Don M. 5/2/1976 45
‘Women in Recovery $0.00 $0.00 Tomas C. 5/29/200 20 |KenL. 5/7/1976 45
'Women Seeking Serenity $0.00 $0.00
Sober Sisters $0.00 $0.00
Digital Contributions $1,551.64 $631.88 $2,183.52
Get your groups birthday list to Central Office
... That's how they appear here!
TOTALS | _$6.273.24 1 $2.25875 1 $7.900.11 Total Years = 2,297
Managers Corner |
Thanks to all who are making contributions through our website, through bill-pay and through the mail by check! It is
s through our combined efforts that we will get through this. Be safe & Be well, my friends! %
Don't forget to visit us on the
Thank You Saturday Volunteers!! 8 eb
1st ~ Larry W. & Vanessa D. E-l E
2nd ~ Wendy W. & Jason D. : T .
3rd ~ Debbie L. & Cindy D. Thank you for allowing me to be of service!! :-—
4th ~ Stephanie S. & Karen M. -
5th ~ Debbie Z. & Chante D. Jeffrey Harlow E =
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